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Hey Parents!
Gasoline is a necessary part of our everyday lives. 
Without it, we’d be unable to get to and from 
work; our store shelves would be empty; our lawn 
mowers would be idle.

While gasoline is important, it also can be very 
dangerous. Its fumes can quickly ignite, causing 
serious injury or death.

Burn prevention has been a key endeavor of 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, which is why 
Shriners Hospitals began Burn Awareness Week 
many years ago. This year, the campaign focuses 
on preventing gasoline-related burn injuries and the 

theme is “Gasoline has only one use – to fuel an 
engine. Any other use is misuse.” 

Burn Awareness Week, which is the first full 
week of February every year, is recognized by 
the National Health Information Center, Office of 
Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Burn Awareness Week 
Gasoline has only one use – to fuel an engine. 
Any other use is misuse.	

For more information about gasoline safety 
and available educational materials, visit 
www.burnawarenessweek.org. 

Anthony The Fire Ant is the exclusive property of Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. Use of his image is not permitted without written 
permission of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Copyright 2009 Shriners Hospitals for Children
All Rights Reserved
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Gasoline Use:
DO use gasoline only to fuel an engine. That is its only use! 
DO remember that gasoline vapors can be ignited by a spark, flame or other source of heat that is located  
many feet away.
DON’T use gasoline anywhere near a barbecue grill.
DON’T use gasoline to light a barbecue grill or to start or accelerate a fire.
DON’T use gasoline as a cleaning fluid or solvent.

Handling Gasoline:
DO handle gasoline in a responsible manner.
DO remember that an engine that is still warm can ignite gasoline vapors. Only add gasoline when an engine is 
completely cool.
DON’T allow children to touch gasoline or a gasoline container, even under supervision. 
DON’T handle gasoline near a flame source, such as matches, lighters and pilot lights on stoves and water heaters. 
DON’T use gasoline indoors.
DON’T siphon gasoline by mouth, as it is harmful or fatal if swallowed.
DON’T induce vomiting if gasoline is swallowed. Instead, seek immediate medical attention.

Storing Gasoline:
DO store gasoline only in an approved gasoline container.
DO store gasoline in a well-ventilated outside storage area that is not attached to your home, such as a shed or 
garage, preferably in a locked cabinet. Be sure there are not any ignition sources nearby.
DO place the gasoline container out of reach of children. 
DO keep only the minimum amount of gasoline required (generally, no more than a gallon).
DON’T store gasoline in a glass jar, milk jug or any other non-approved container.
DON’T store gasoline anywhere inside a home or vehicle. 
DON’T store gasoline near a source of heat or sparks, such as a hot water heater, furnace, clothes dryer or any 
appliance that uses a pilot light. 

About Gasoline Containers:
DO check gasoline containers for compliance with the ASTM F852 standard, which establishes performance 
requirements for portable gasoline containers intended for reuse by consumers. This compliance is indicated in writing 
on either side or the underside of all approved plastic gasoline containers.
DON’T put anything other than gasoline in a gasoline container.
DON’T drink anything out of a gasoline container. 

Important Information for Parents

www.burnawarenessweek.org



To refer a child to Shriners Hospitals, call toll-free:
U.S. 	 800.237.5055
Canada	 800.361.7256

About Shriners Hospitals for Children
Shriners Hospitals for Children is a one-of-a-kind 
international health care system of 22 hospitals 
dedicated to improving the lives of children by providing 
specialty pediatric care, innovative research and 
outstanding teaching programs. Children up to age 18 
with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, 
and cleft lip and palate are eligible for admission and 
receive all care in a family-centered environment at no 
charge – regardless of financial need.

Located in Galveston, Boston, Cincinnati and 
Sacramento, the Shriners Hospitals specializing in burns 
have been leaders in burn research and treatment since 
opening in the mid-1960s. Treatment, including physical 
rehabilitation and psychological support, is provided at 
these hospitals to children with burn injuries and related 
scarring. This vast experience and knowledge has had 
far-reaching effects on burn treatment techniques 
worldwide.

Shriners Hospitals specializing in burn care:

Boston
51 Blossom St.
Boston, MA 02114
800.255.1916

Cincinnati
3229 Burnet Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45229
800.875.8580

Galveston
815 Market St.
Galveston, TX 77550
409.770.6600

Northern California
2425 Stockton Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95817
916.453.2000

Canada
1529 Cedar Ave. 
Montreal, Quebec,  
Canada H3G 1A6
800.361.7256

Chicago
2211 N. Oak Park Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60707
773.622.5400

Erie
1645 W. 8th St. 
Erie, PA 16505
814.875.8700

Greenville
950 W. Faris Rd. 
Greenville, SC 29605
864.271.3444

Honolulu
1310 Punahou St. 
Honolulu, HI 96826
808.941.4466

Houston
6977 Main St. 
Houston, TX 77030
713.797.1616

Salt Lake City
Fairfax Rd. at Virginia St. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103
801.536.3500

Lexington 
1900 Richmond Rd. 
Lexington, KY 40502
859.266.2101

Los Angeles 
3160 Geneva St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90020
213.388.3151

Mexico City 
Av. Del Imán No. 257  
Col. Pedregal De Santa Ursula 
Deleg. Coyoacán 
04650 Mexico, D.F.
011.5255.5424.7850

Northern California
2425 Stockton Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95817
916.453.2000

Philadelphia 
3551 N. Broad St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19140
800.281.4050

Portland 
3101 S.W. Sam Jackson Park Rd. 
Portland, OR 97239
503.241.5090

St. Louis
2001 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO 63131
314.432.3600

Shreveport
3100 Samford Ave. 
Shreveport, LA 71103
318.222.5704

Spokane
911 W. 5th Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99204
509.455.7844

Springfield 
516 Carew St. 
Springfield, MA 01104
413.787.2000

Tampa
12502 USF Pine Dr. 
Tampa, FL 33612
813.972.2250

Twin Cities
2025 E. River Pkwy. 
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.596.6100

Shriners Hospitals specializing in orthopaedics, 
spinal cord injury, and/or cleft lip and palate care:

www.shrinershospitals.org
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